MAINTENANCE

Gelcoat Restoration:
Back From the Dead

We used hull restorers from Vertglas, Poli-Glow, and New Glass-2 to
revive a beaten and battered powerboat, and included Collinite's
Fiberglass Boat Wax as part of the test, too.

n the lanunry 1 izsue, we reported

the beginning of & long-term wax

test. Included s a product called
Poli CGlow  which isactually nodawax
but a “hull restorer™ that has tested
well for us before, and that continues
fo gt gond reviews from readess,

Then we decided it was time to
{acooffthe holl restonom ﬂE:].‘ln.L'lil."ult-
Iy, we were going to stick o restorers
anly, but Mick Buchanan, propristor
of Scuba-Tia Yacht Detatlers in Sara-
sofa. FL, assured us that he could
Taring back a fberplass pelooat e old-
fashicmed weay, with wax. So we de-
cided to inciude s wax, ioo, thus
making sort of a mirror-lmage expert-
mel Lo g witlh L wasx ilﬂl'_'_l'.

Mick racommemndad Collinite #0425
Fiberglass Boat Wax, a lHguld wax
This worked out well, sloce we'ta
already testing Collinite #6700 liguid
Fleatwax and Collinite #3885 paste
Fleatwoasx. The #5335 |s editor-at-larpa
Mick Michaolson's lavoribe wax,}

For & test boat we used & 21-food
Meplune outboard owned by our col-
leagues at Powerboat Heports, The
luml. [EN e T .'l.l:l.-f‘.l'n'lq:q]gﬁ, hiad never
been cleaned, inside or oot It hos
never been sboul looks—only pur-
poese, and if gives a whaole new mean-
ing to the phrase "gone fishin'.” It was
the floating version of Cscar BMadi-
gon’s bedroom: Fish blood and rust
stalns, prease, prime and dirt covered
the cockpil from gunwale o gunwale,
Senlfls and ztalns Hruhl‘ﬂ:ﬂ. up the
pelcoat, which was also chalking and
fnding fast.

Abandon ehip? Mo way. We lorged
ahwarl, defermined to whip this had
boy into shape.
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Top-rated hull restorers are shown above, Their thin oorylic film coatings
bring o high-gloss sheen to a geleoat, They do require meticulous preparation
cnd application, and con be towgh bo remove, From left o rght; Poli Giow,

Vertplos ond New Glass-2,

Herd sourinitial report, Sixmonths
fromm now, we'll tell you how the con-
testants are holding up under the
Florida sun.

What We Tested

Inthe April 15, 2000 iasue of Proctical
Sailar, werecommanded three prod-
ucks as fiberglass hull restorers: Poli
Glow, Veriglas, and MNew Glass-Z.
Thesawipa-on coatings consist of res-
ins of higher molecular weight that
provide harderand more durable film
than can be achieved with wax, The
products tested consist of water-hased
ernulsions of scrylic or acrylic/ure-
thane resins. Tho resing aro i the
form ot tiny droplets that are suspend-
ed in water. Whan applied, the water
evaparates and the dropletz Now o

getherto form clear films. These emul-
sicns dey mpidlyand requiremultple
coats, The restorers requine re-appli-
cation about every 12 months,

The test was a simple one: We
divided the boat (oo three sectinns
nnd sach restorer was H]JP'I.i-l_ﬂ] o &
section. As for the was, Mick Buchan-
an wel-ganded, applied rubbing com-
povnd, wnd then waxed the top of the
cuddy cabin and & small sectionofthe
transom with the Collinite,

VWe realize that different areas of
1he bovel hases esvduredd poore of & boeal-
ing from the sun than others. For
inglanee, e Nared sacdions of tha
bow are somewhat more protectod
from the sun than the flat sections of
thie hull sides and the cabin lop. YWe
fried te be evenbanded inowrapplic-



tions of the peaducts, but will report
any ineguities in proceduns as they
becoma apparent. Meanwhila wa can
focus in this report on the ease of
application, cost, and the amount of
time it takes 1o apply each.

What We Found

All threw hull restorers make it clear
thsat surface preparation is essantial fo
their product’s success, meaning that
if vou missasireak orstain, that stroak
or stain will become embedded undar
thee hull restorer, Mol good.

S0, wa were very careful o gat eld
of all stains, surfpce scraiches, and
abrsions. Our |;|F|];|i.:i|;;.|;|||:|r for the hall
restorers did a meticulous job clean-
|.l'I.E the Fuall. Ancd it was c]nﬂJh’:ﬂSinE.
She had to be careful nod o smudps
theaklative battom paint and taint the
el coat,

New Glass-2

This product is the least expensive of
the threa, For §47.95 [plus 85 ship-
ping in the US), vou get twao boltles—
ong % thee sl bnll restorer and the
other is a stain remover—and an 8" x
5-1/4"cloth,

The directions, which are printed
on a paper bottle lebel, say to usa a
heavy-duty cleaner to prepare the
surfaca, Weused West Marine haavy-
duty boat soap.

Taactivwats the stain ramover, vou
add water to the bottle, which is sasy
enntgl, But the print on the bottle
labeel smeared when it got wel, mak-
ing perts of the directions hard to
read, Dur testor also pointed outspell-
ing errors on the boltle, Since Vs
newer i good idea to criticize errors of
akind to which one issusceplible, we
declare these spelling erroes to be
absolutely no big deal. In addition,
Mew Glass-2 founderand owrer Ko
Schenholm said he's working on the
print-smearing problem.

We found the staln remover direc-
tinees & bal uniclear bestause t|1_11_'|r dem't
fully explain how to use tha product—
only to squirt it on and keep the areq
mpoisl foe about eoe sinube or “wotil
stain disappears.” (Do you wss a scrih-
hing ped, cloth, sponge?) We squirted
it on and lat it sit for the requirod
minute. Mothing happened. We used
a serub brush, but it had no effect.

Baforeweresorted toannthar clein-
er, we gave the Mew Glass Stain Be-
i oo mvore shot, applylng bwith
a scrub pad and waiting bwo minutes,
Sarne result. The directions do say
the product ramoves "rustand beawn
waterlins staing” Schenbiolm said it

The straight-adge epplicator from
Vertglas fabove), was greal for the
.H'DE gectiong, bul mooe §i1 !r.lush In
apply the coaling to rediused anees,
The small applicator clath from
New Gloss-2 (Below] worked fineon
the tricky parts, bt was,

well. small, Polf Glow provides o
good sef of applicators, but make
wierer b shoke of ey nd before
wiping on the product.

should have worked and added that
wo might have gatten a bad batch. He
planned on sending us another bottle.
We'll try it apmin and let you know
what happens.

In the end, werussd Poli Glow TLG
Marine cleanser, a powder that con-
takns acid, and that did the trick.

Om to the New Glass-2 pastover,
The directions werea bit vogue, in our
viaw, They stress thin and multiple
layers but fail to specify a numbear of
ooats, ot least for a fiberglass surface.
IFapplying tometal, the dirmctions do
recommend four coats,

The epplicator is mersly a saall
squire piece of cloth. Its size made it
harder and more time-consuming to
Eﬂ.-'ElnI}" distribute The restorer. Schen-
holm said he bas just introduced a
second applicator, which s a plece of
PV A cloth wrapped around & circular
sectionofpipe insulator, This makes it
easier 1o apply the product to the
curved sections of a hull,

Mew Class-2 i3 the only rastorer
thal Instructs tha wsar 1o ilIIFI}I a oot
of wax allir the restoner is app“.ad.
Schanholm said sy type of wax will
do. Tha wex may extend the life of the
restorer by a couple of months, he
said.

Bottom Lines it's the least expen-
sive product, and our original applica-
tion looks very good, Hsdmwhbacks, in
our view, are its wnclear directions
ard inadequate applicator.

Poli Glow

The directions were very clear and
thorough, Forinstance, you're remind-
ed to take info sccount the air temper-
ature and the drying time, and apply a
minimum of four tosixcoats, with one
minute drying time befween coats,
You pet three applicators: alarpeblock
that cen be fastened fo any threded
pole, a small handheld, and a small
locae clalh.

Poli Glow directs the usar o apply
its cleaner with a pump sprayer (not
included). The cleanar worked well,
axcept for the toogh scuff stains. For
thoss, we used Poli Glow's aforemen-
tioned cleanser,

1fyou havealotofstains, youmigh:
wantto Sklp- the ot r:l;,lHFluulJ, f|,|ﬂ1 E=
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—Value Guide: Gelcoat Restoration

Ease of
Kif Direclions Application Remover
Brand Type Price Rating Rating Provided?
PaliGlow Reestorer 5495 Excellent Exceflon Yo, (Poli Preg)
Mew Glass-2 Reslorar 34795 Very Good Good Mo
Werglas Rastorer i F air Cood Wos
Colirits Wi $13.95 (pirt) Viery Good Good NA
"Vl e sedls o anound $70 threugh West Mavine and various webreies, butwe found it lor $50 2 Boater's Word
the TLC clooner. Remamber, though,  variaty of applicators, included boat  stence, she pointed out that Vertglas

il does contaln acid,

A coupleotnotesabout Poli Clow's
:I|[|]:||i|':|h||1|: 1) The: gmeall handhald
applicator hod a layerof lintand loose
particles on it (right out ofits baggia),
5o when the tester applied the prod-
uct, thosa pleces of lint and perticles
Were ::p:ruu-:! onto [he kull. With cat-
like quickness, she removed them
beafore the product dried. 2] PoliGlow
tells you to make sure o keep the
applicator maist, If the product dries
on the applicator, Makes will form.
And those flakes can muck up the job,
We encounterad said flakes and had
tor clean the applicator and change
Bloves,

Botiom Line: The product has a
Iotpoing for it clear divactions, o nice

soap and an acid-based powdar that
worked well. You willneed to povide
the spray pump. We did encounter
some flaking.

Vertglas
Applicatlon of Verdglas is dome in four
staps, using four different boitles of
wel An anti-oxidation lguid s
:|p11l=.r':|:| firel, and it odid take camnltha
chalkiness, This product, which con-
tains calcium carbsonate and magne-
sium carbonate, also removed scuffs
and stains,

Step Z: Clean the beat with Verl-
glas boat wash. It worked well, and
the directions were thoroughand clear.

Stap 3: Dur tester appreciated the
lengthy and clear directions, For in-

Getting It Off

T af tha throe hul reslarer manulac-
lwrars provide remavers—Verglas and
Poli Gloes Aciuialky, the Pol Glow remoser
is the same Poli Prep concantrata that's
ised a5 I indtial cleaner, but & a differ-
enl ratio of Pali Prap toowater,

New Glass-2 founder Kurt
Schenhalm purposely does nol aller a
remover hECIUSE CLSIHMET S Ware using
Iincoerecily, applying & o prep the sue-
face for reapplication of Wew Glass-2 al-
Bier i1 firsd 56 asan, "The siuff is loo sirong
Faople were using it &5 a preg, not real-
iting baw sirong i was,”

Schenhodm prefers having custom-
ers. call him cirecsly 50 he can walk them
throwgh remewal

H you) nesed to ramaie & small aneq
o the product—a 1 food x 1 loal seclion,
for instanca—yau should use an ukra-
fine wat!dry sandpaper with waler. To
take it all off, Schenholm recommeands
Castrol engimg degreaser or Spray Nine
dagraaser.

Coorenr the hull with a mist ol watar,
apphying 1he degreaser (Spray it on or
LSE & 1ag, or both), then use a Scotch-
Brite pad with water o aclually remove
T erylic Blen, “You'll be able bo feel the
product coming off,” he said.

Because he bl will e wel, it be
hard o se¢ any missed spols. Solake o
plece ol thal fine sandpaper and Hightly
o aves tha hull,
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was the only oneto tell har whather io
shake the product. (Don't shake it)

Stepd: Vertglas is onealtwo kits—
the other is Poli Glow) that providesa
product to remove s gelooat restorer,
We plan on testing it luter,

Directiona call for six toeightcoats.
LU .a]'.ll!l[led SEenn [m:n.'l.r‘l 4 :riEhl?]- The
directions said streaking would stop
after the first coat, and it did. The lerga
107 applicator made the job mora
exprditiouns, but its Oat straisht edge
made it haed to follow the contowrs of
the hull and apply it evenly.

Bottom Line: Most expensive of
thve thees, but all the clements of the
product worked very well, including
the prepsolutions. Thepackagecould
usa g variety of applicators, howevear.

Collinite #6925 Wax

HNick Buchanan has tried just about
ovary wax on the market, and, like
Practical Sailoer, he thinks highly of
Callinite,

Aswiththe hull restorers, prepara-
tion of the surface |s key. Buchanan
wik sanded with a 1500-grit sand pa-
per, then usad Aqgua Buff 2000 rubbing
compound, followed by Collinite #4925
Fiborglass Boat Wax. He applied ov-
orything by hand.

Baobtom: Line: [t will be interasting
o seehow thisdetaller's pick, skillful-
Iy applied, stands up sgainst the hull
restorers under ihe same conditions,

Conclusions

Talk about night and day, The boat
lonks brand ssew——al loas! the zides,
tha cabintop and a 2'x 2" section of the
trarsoim. We can't really tall the ditfer-



A hf,:f’um-rmr.l'-rrfl‘er :l:‘hu!qr!he
farmarily four! fishing boat: The
farwand sectian s post-Vertglas. The
affer seotion is pre-New Gloss-2,

aace botween the hull resiorers—yet.
Sooar inktial conclusions come dowmn
limp1||i|;:.||.1 1dnia.

(Jur tester pats Poli Glow at the
hiead of the pack because of its varlety
of applicaturs, effective cleanser, and
clesar directions. The Yertglas could
use additional applicators, The Mew
(lasa-2 neads a larger applicstor, and
il.E Fl“ln TR T I:li.l:l. it m’:lr]t Erll.' 18,

The sections waxed with Collinite
laak pood, too, although the hull re-
storers gave the boata higher gloss, to
oar ayas, The good news is that it's
tough to boich a wax job. There's
miuch moreroom forerrar whuen work-
ing with hull restorers, and hull rastor-
erd are tougher 1o remove,

In easr Apeil 2000 repart, we men-
tioned "oeccasional complaints from
readers that hull restorers cun give the
bl a vellowish cast.” We'll see iTEhat
tdevelops over the coming months, m
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